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CITY OF ATLANTA

55 TRINITY AVENUE, S.W
SHIRLEY FRANKLIN ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30303-0300

MAYOR TEL (404) 330-6100

February 19, 2007

President Lisa Borders and
Members of Atlanta City Council
City Hall, Suite 2900 South

68 Mitchell St., SW.

Atlanta, Georgia 30303

RE: Joseph E. Boone Commission Appointment
Dear President Borders and Members of the Council:

Itis a pleasure for me to appoint Reverend Gerald Durley to serve on the Joseph E. Boone
Commission for the City of Atlanta.

I 'am confident that Rev. Durley will serve the Joseph E. Boone Commission with integrity
and dedication.

Sincerely,

[ 3

Shirley Efanklin




February 7, 2007

To: Mr. Derrick Williams
Mayor’s Office

Reverend Gerald Durley of Providence Baptist Church would like to be
appointed to the Joseph E. Boone Commission.

Address: 2295 Benjamin E. Mays Drive, S.W.

Phone: 404 - 775 - 7520/ contact: Lonnie King




DR. GERALD L. DURLEY

Dr. Gerald L. Durley was born in Wichita, Kansas. He grew up in California and graduated from high
school in Denver, Colorado. Being endowed with exceptional basketball skills and a deep interest in improving the
civil and human rights of African Americans, Dr. Durley chose to leave the west and venture south to Tennessee
State University in Nashville, Tennessee.

While earning a Bachelor of Science Degree in Psychology, playing on a championship basketball team,
and serving as student government president, he became very active in the civil rights movement. After graduating,
Dr. Durley became one of the first Peace Corp volunteers to enter Nigeria, West Africa. From Africa he ventured to
Switzerland where he enrolled in postgraduate studies at the University of Neuchantel. While there, he was invited
to play for one of the Swiss National basketball teams.

When he returned to the United States, Dr. Durley enrolled in Northern Illinois University where he again
became intensely involved in the struggle for human dignity, and earned one of the first Masters Degrees in
Community Mental Health. He assisted in the founding of the Afro-American Cultural Organization whose goal
was to teach minorities about their heritage. Upon graduation, he remained in Dekalb, Illinois as an administrator,
counselor, professor, recruiter, Director of Black Studies and liaison between Black students on campus and in the
town of Dekalb. Recognizing his sincerity for positive change, the U.S. Office of Education invited him to move to
Washington, D.C. and become Assistant Branch Chief of Pupil Personnel Services. A compelling desire to be even
better prepared dictated that Dr. Durley enter the University of Massachusetts and earn a Doctorate Degree in Urban
Education and Psychology.

The Institute for Services to Education, Inc. invited Dr. Durley to direct many of its major projects working
with historically black colleges and universities. He later founded and became president and CEO of Perspectives
International, Inc. to produce positive, constructive programs for African Americans and other minority's
communities.

Having been a dedicated educator, an effective psychologist, a nationally sought after motivational speaker,
Dr. Durley was gravely disturbed by the decaying moral, social and family value systems throughout the nation. He
enrolled at Howard University and earned a Master of Divinity Degree.

Combining the disciplines of psychology and religion, Dr. Durley moved to Atlanta, Georgia and accepted
the position as Director of the Counseling Center at Clark College (now Clark Atlanta University). He later became
Dean of Student Affairs at Clark Atlanta University. His concern for families and children encouraged him to
accept the Executive Directorship of the Head Start Program for Fulton and Douglas Counties in Georgia. Realizing
that the spirit and mind must work in concert with the physical body, Dr. Durley joined the faculty at the Morehouse
School of Medicine as the Director of the Health Promotion Resource Center.

Dr. Durley has served on numerous boards of directors: The March of Dimes; The National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP); as president of the Concerned Black Clergy of Metropolitan
Atlanta; the Atlanta Union Mission; Vision 2020 of Atlanta; Healthy Fuiton County Initiative; Atlanta's
Tuberculosis Task Force; Communities in Schools of Georgia; as Adjunct Professor—Morchouse School of
Medicine; the Atlanta Beltline Partnership; the Mayor's Commission to Rename Hartsfield Airport; the Mayor's
Youth and Violence Prevention Task Force; Grace Crum Rollins' School of Public Health—Emory University
Violence and Injury Advisory Board; Atlanta Diabetes Board; The Atlanta Project; Georgia Power Company's
Diversity Advisory Council; American Tract Society Board; Regional Council of Christian Churches; Faith Alliance
of Metropolitan Atlanta; and World Pilgrims Board.

Pastor Dr. Durley is called upon to address hundreds of civic, political, higher education, and social groups
throughout the year on various topics. He is a highly sought after motivational/inspirational speaker.

Pastor Durley was an associate pastor at Mt. Olive Baptist Church in Arlington, Virginia. He was ordained
and became a pulpit associate at Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta, Georgia. He currently serves as the Pastor of
the historic Providence Missionary Baptist Church of Atlanta, Georgia for the past 18 years

He has been married for thirty-eight years to his wife, Muriel. Together they have one daughter, Nia, and
one son, Hasan. He is the grandfather of four.






